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teen years and eight months, which will render the sum
a little problematic); (2) a left-handed marriage (to this
he consents, but the lady finds that a very equivocal
kind of circumstance), or (3) to marry her to a man
who shall depart on the bridal day as Ambassador to
Sweden (there is no certainty of finding a man suffi-
ciently base, in that class which should rank him among
ambassadors). Mademoiselle avows that, without being
amorous, she is rendered exceedingly sensible by a three
years* siege. But what shall become of her, of her uncle,
her family ? What place shall she hold in the public
opinion, in city, and Court? Such is the purport of the
negotiation conducted by Bishopswerder. I do not sup-
pose him young enough to be the King's substitute; so
that the speculation does not appear to be very certain.

As to the King, there is, indeed, some little curiosity,
a degree of obstinacy, and somewhat of vanity, but still
greater want of a companion with whom he may be as
much of a gossip, may loll, and dress as slovenly as he
pleases. The circumstance that shackles the negotiation
is that Rietz and her tribe must evacuate the country,
and the King is exceedingly attached to her son. It is
necessary, however, to add to all this that Mademoiselle
Voss relates herself all the tales repeated in public, and
even of the most secret courtiers, which concern herself;
and this may render the probability of these conjectures
suspicious.

The King, it is said, returns to Potsdam till the 8th.
He is not there so entirely occupied by business or secret
pleasure as to exclude all company. M. Arnim is one of
his society; a kind of unfinished man of the world, who
has acquired many friends by the affability and amenity
of his manners and his great fortune, and whose under-
standing, sufficiently upright and little brilliant, being
timid and wavering, neither gives umbrage to the King
nor inspires him with fears. In all despotic countries,
one grand means of good fortune is mediocrity of talents.
If it be generally true that no positive assertions ought
to be made in the presence of princes, and that hesita-
tion and deliberation always please them, I think it pe-
culiarly so applied to Frederick Williaw II,n of gradual and successive loans.of the German system,nberckel, etc., etc*, but among whomears. The day before he had cut off many thou-
